Calcium (Ca 2+ ) channels are voltage-gated ion channels present in the membrane of most excitable cells. The nomenclature for Ca 2+ channels was proposed by [110] and approved by the NC-IUPHAR Subcommittee on Ca 2+ channels [60]. Ca 2+ channels form hetero-oligomeric complexes. The α1 subunit is pore-forming and provides the binding site(s) for practically all agonists and antagonists. The 10 cloned α1-subunits can be grouped into three families: (1) the high-voltage activated dihydropyridine-sensitive (L-type, Ca V 1.x) channels;

